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The Bowes Museum

A series of eighteen packs of playing cards was issued in Paris in the middle of the 
eighteenth century. !e Bibliothèque Nationale de France attributes the idea of ‘cartes 
pour apprendre la géographie’ to Louis Nicolas Delaistre and dates them to 1751. !e 
cards were  engraved by Nicolas Jean-Baptiste de Poilly and published by Jean-Baptiste 
Mitoire. Many sheets of them were deposited at the tax office in Paris on 21st December 
1763, according to John Berry: Playing cards of the world. 1995 (a catalogue in the 
London Guildhall Library). A collection of seventeen decks, just lacking the one of the 
continents, is in the Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle, County Durham, England.



Suits of fourteen cards are denoted by red, yellow, green or blue hand-colour and 
named after a continent, country, region or province, with the cards having appropriate 
topographical and other information. !e extra card in each suit is a map of the area 
about 55 x 80 mm., of which there are seventy-two with their titles across the map faces:

Afrique; Alsace; Amerique Septentriona / Amerique Meridionale; Andalousie / Re de 
Grenade; Angleterre; Angoumois / Saintonge / Limosin; Asie; Cercle d’Autriche; Cercle de 
Bavierre; Bearn / Basse Navarre; Berry / Nivernois; Royaume de Boheme; Bourbonnois / 
Auvergne / Marche; Bourgogne / Bresse; Bretagne;  Castille Nouvelle; Catalogne / Re 
d’Aragon; Champagne; Royau de Danemarck; Dauphine; Ecosse; État de l’Eglise; Europe; 
Flandre; Franche Comté; Cercle de Franconie; Re. de Galice / Asturies; Gascogne; Repub. de 
Genes / Corse; Guyenne; Royaume de Hongrie; Irlande; Isle de France; Languedoc; Re de 
Leon / Re de Castille Vielle; Lombardie; Lorraine; Lyonnois; Empire de Moscovie; Re de 
Naple; Navarre / Biscaye; Normandie; Royaume de Norwege; Orleanois; Pays Bas; Picardie; 
Poitou; Grande Pologne; Petite Pologne; Re. de Portugal; Provence; Prusse; Cerc. du Haut 
Rhein; Cercle de Bas Rhin;  Roussillon / Cte. de Foix; Russie Rouge; Sardaigne / Savoye / 
Piemont; Cercle de Basse Saxe; Cercle de Hute Saxe; Sicile; Silesie / Moravie; Cercle de 
Souabe; Royaume de Suede; Suisses et Grisons; Grand Duc. de Toscane; Touraine / Maine / 
Anjou; Principaute de Transilvanie; Turquie en Europe; Re. de Valence / Re. de Murcie; 
Repub. de Venise; Cercle de Westphalie.

 
eighteen packs of cards.   Paris, Jean-Baptiste Mitoire, (1751).
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